


Reducing the Impacts of Stormwater Pollution 
 

What is Stormwater? 
Stormwater is water that originates during 
precipitation events and snow/ice melt 
that falls on rooftop’s, lawns, driveways 
and roads, and is carried away by a system 
of stormwater pipes or culverts and 
ditches.  As it flows over the land surface, 
stormwater picks up and is contaminated 
by debris, chemicals, dirt and other 
pollutants. This untreated water is 
discharged into the water we use for 
swimming, fishing and drinking. 
 

 
 

Why Should You Care? 
 Polluted stormwater effects drinking 

water and is responsible for periodic 
beach closings.  This can cause human 
health risks and water treatment costs 
to rise. 

 Boating, swimming and other 
recreational activities are impaired 
due to sediment filled navigation 
channels. 

 Bacteria and other pathogens 
discharged in swimming areas and 
create health hazards. 

 Debris washed into the water can 
suffocate or disable aquatic life. 

 Sediment clouds the water making it 
difficult for aquatic plants to grow. 

 Excess nutrients cause algae blooms 
and deplete oxygen supplies. 

 

Stormwater Pollutants of Concern 
Coliform - Pathogens or bacteria, possibly 
from illicit discharges or feces of all warm-
blooded animals and humans that can 
effect drinking water and is responsible for 
periodic beach closings. 
 
Floatables - Debris that floats on or near 
the water surface and can be harmful or 
fatal to aquatic organisms. 
 
Oil/Grease - A Pollutant that often enters 
the water through a storm drain or road 
runoff which damages animal’s skin and 
can cause poisoning, blindness and liver 
damage. 
 
Phosphorus - An element that is easily 
transported through sediment into the 
water.  Excess phosphorus causes algae 
blooms, decreases waters clarity and 
reduces oxygen levels. 
 
Settleable Solids - Material heavy enough 
to sink and settle on the bottom of lakes or 
streams destroying aquatic habitats, 
spawning areas and may contaminate 
bottom feeding organisms.  
 
Suspended Solids - Small solid particles 
transported through runoff and erosion 
that decrease water clarity and food 
supplies.  
 

 


